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they are not unaware of the danger that lurks for them
and for their own country in certain forms of American
civilization. Because they have constantly before their
eyes and at their very gates the example and the lure
of the material progress of the United States, they are
the more anxious to lose nothing of the spiritual values
which have permitted them to survive, till now, and
which a great number of Americans are anxious to re-
capture. They do not forget that twice in the course
of the last years, in times of crisis, the Prime Minister
of Canada has addressed them as custodians of French
traditions and culture, enjoining them to be the first to
defend what France has represented in the world:
culture, beauty, love of toil and, above all, love of
freedom. But how can they fulfil this mission, as
valid in 1950 as in June, 1940 or June, 1941, if in
Canada itself obstacles are to be multiplied in the path
of their expansion to the fullest extent of the philosophy
which they represent?

More than any others, or at least for a longer time,
French-speaking Canadians have led the fight for
the recognition of a sovereign Canada. As much, if not
more than, the others, they have contributed to the
progress of that cause. None more than they had
reason to applaud the solemn declaration, already
quoted in part, made by the Governor-General, Lord
Tweedsmuir, on the tenth of October, 1937: "She is a
sovereign nation and cannot take her attitude to the
world docilely from Britain, or from the United States,
or from anybody else. A Canadian's first loyalty is not
to the British Commonwealth of Nations but to
Canada and to Canada's King, and those who deny
this are doing to my mind, a great disservice to the
Commonwealth." Now that there exists a Canadian